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Access Living?  
What is it?



FAIR HOUSING ACT OF 
1968



FAIR HOUSING AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
1988



FAIR HOUSING AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
1988

THOU SHALL NOT

AND

THOU SHALL



Hypothetical Time ςWhoopee!!!



Peter
Peter shares custody of a dog with his ex-wife.  Peter lives alone in 
an apartment ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άƴƻ ǇŜǘǎέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ  The building 
has told Peter he cannot keep the dog.  Peter states that he has 
Obsessive Compulsive and Generalized Anxiety Disorder.  He 
claims he needs the dog because it provides emotional support 
that diffuses his anxiety and obsessive thinking, especially at night.  
Peter is a teacher at a suburban high school.  He is also a part-time 
actor who has appeared in plays throughout Chicagoland.  He 
states that he does not take his dog to work or when he is acting.  
Peter wants to keep the dog.  



.ǳǘ Χ

Shared Custody High School 
Teacher

Actor Needs Dog at 
Night



tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǾǎΦ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ



Harvard School for Dogs?



Pet fees?  Additional deposit? Increased rent?  
Special liability insurance?



Any restrictions on the dog?



What if the dog is a guide dog?



What about other animals?



Keisha
Keisha has a physical disability.  She has lived in her apartment building 
for several years.  Until recently, Keisha relied on a cane or walker to 
move about.  However, her condition has worsened over time and she 
now uses a wheelchair.  As such, she has great difficulty getting through 
the main front entrance because it has a couple steps.



Who pays?



Any paperwork required?



Who maintains the ramp?



Same or different result if Keisha does not yet 
live in the building?



Maria
Maria has an autoimmune disability.  To treat her condition, Maria 
takes medication.  {ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛŀΩǎ 
medications makes her sleepy.  Recently, due to this medication, Maria 
fell asleep while cooking something in her oven, which caused a small 
fire.  Maria woke up in time to call the fire department, which put out 
the fire.  However, the oven was damaged and there is smoke damage 
on the walls and ceiling of the kitchen.  Due to this incident, 
management sent a notice to Maria that states it intends to evict her 
for breach of the lease.  



Can Maria stay?  
Must the housing provider talk with her?


