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Fair Housing Legal Support Center

Hotel Accommodations
A block of rooms has been reserved for 
conference attendees at Club Quarters, 
located at 111 W. Adams Street, Chicago, 
Illinois (this location only).

To reserve a room at a special rate, call 
Club Quarters at 212.575.0006 by Friday, 
July 28, 2011.

Be sure to refer to The John Marshall Law 
School and use group code “JMLS08.”

Non-Discrimination Policy

The John Marshall Law School, fi nding any invidious discrimination inconsistent with the mission 
of free academic inquiry, does not discriminate in admission, services, or employment on the 
basis of sex, sexual orientation, race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, or disability.

The Fair Housing Legal Support Center was established in 1992 
and is one of the nation’s premier institutions for fair housing education 
and outreach.

The Fair Housing Legal Clinic was established in 1993 and is one 
of the few legal clinics in the U.S. devoted exclusively to fair housing 
training and enforcement.

Mission of the Center

To educate the public on fair housing law and to provide legal assistance 
to those private and public organizations and persons that are seeking 
to eliminate discriminatory housing practices.

Save the Date
The John Marshall Law School Fair Housing Legal Support Center 
Upcoming Events:

20th Annual Litigation Skills Training, January 26–28, 2012

2012 Spring National Conference, April 20–21, 2012 

Please visit www.jmls.edu/fairhousingcenter for updates.
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Providing CLE
for More Than

Fair Housing Legal Support Center

Phone: 312.987.2397 | Fax: 312.427.9438
www.jmls.edu/fairhousingcenter

Friday & Saturday, August 26–27, 2011
The John Marshall Law School
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Friday, August 26 (continued)

Program Agenda: Friday, August 26, 2011

8:45 a.m. Welcome

9 a.m.  Restorative Justice and Housing Ex-Offenders
  Hon. Janine P. Geske, Distinguished Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School; 

Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice (ret.)

  Moderator: Michael P. Seng, Co-Executive Director, The John Marshall Law School
Fair Housing Legal Support Center and Clinic

  Hon. Sheila M. Murphy, Presiding Judge, Cook County Circuit Court (ret.)

  Hon. Joan B. Gottschall, Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

  Thomas J. Dart, Sheriff, Cook County, Illinois 

10:45 a.m. Break

11 a.m.  The Problems Encountered by Ex-Offenders in Obtaining Housing—the Relationship 
between Crime, Race, and National Origin

  George Lipsitz, Professor, Department of Black Studies, University of California,
Santa Barbara

  Moderator: F. Willis Caruso, Co-Executive Director, The John Marshall Law School
Fair Housing Legal Support Center and Clinic

  Gregory D. Squires, Professor, George Washington University

  Randolph N. Stone, Clinical Professor, University of Chicago Law School

  Janet L. Smith, Associate Professor and Co-Director, Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for 
Neighborhood and Community Improvement, University of Illinois at Chicago

12:30 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m.  Establishing Discrimination Against Ex-Offenders Under Existing
Protected Classes—Intentional Discrimination or Disparate Impact

  Moderator: Robert G. Schwemm, Ashland–Spears Professor of Law, University of Kentucky

  Christopher Brancart, Esq., Brancart & Brancart

  John P. Relman, Managing Partner, Relman Dane & Colfax PLLC

  Sara K. Pratt, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enforcement & Programs, U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, FHEO

  Steven H. Rosenbaum, Section Chief Housing & Civil Enforcement Civil Rights Division,
U.S. Department of Justice (invited)

3:15 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m.  Ex-Offenders as a New Protected Class—Mobilizing for Action
  Moderator: Sara Joan Bales, Deputy Commissioner, Chicago Commission on

Human Relations

  Eric M. Kestin, Investigator, Madison, Wisconsin Human Rights Commission

  Mark Alber, Chair, Champaign, Illinois Human Relations Commission (invited)

  Brenda Anibarro, Policy Analyst, Seattle Offi ce for Civil Rights

  Meredith Desautels, Skadden Fellow, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
of the San Francisco Bay Area

  Marie Claire Tran-Leung, Staff Attorney, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law

5 p.m. Reception

Saturday, August 27, 2011

9 a.m.  Persons Under Protective Orders, Battered Women,
and Women Ex-Offenders and Access to Housing

  Moderator: Allison K. Bethel, Clinical Director, The John Marshall Law School
Fair Housing Legal Clinic

  Debra P. Stark, Professor, The John Marshall Law School

  Kate Walz, Staff Attorney, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law

  Meredith Desautels

 Catherine McKee, Esq., Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay Area 

10:45 a.m. Break

11 a.m.  Illegal Immigrants and National Origin Discrimination in Housing
  Moderator: J. Damian Ortiz, Clinical Professor, The John Marshall Law School

Fair Housing Legal Clinic

  Christopher Brancart

 Sara K. Pratt

 Steven H. Rosenbaum

12:30 p.m. Discussion and Concluding Remarks

1 p.m. Adjournment

To enroll in the conference, please complete the registration information (one form per individual) 
or register online at www.jmls.edu/CrimeDisconnect.

Registrations may not be made by phone. Early Bird Registration deadline is Friday, July 29, 
2011. (Please type or print.)

Name

Company

Address

City  State  ZIP

Phone  Fax

Email

Check all that apply:

 Private Fair Housing Group  Attorney  Government Employee

 Housing Provider  Advocate  Investigator  Other

Registration Fee: $325 (After Friday, July 29, 2011, the fee will increase to $375.)

Payment Method (check one)

 Check—please make checks payable to The John Marshall Law School 

 Government Agency Purchase Order/Voucher No.

Credit Card:   Mastercard     VISA     Discover     American Express

Account Number

Cardholder Name

Expiration Date  Card Verifi cation Number

Signature

For payments made with a credit card, fax this form to 312.427.7128.

Cancellation Policy: Cancellations must be received by Friday, August 19, 2011 in order to receive a full refund. After this 
date, refunds are subject to a $50 processing fee.

Please Note: A confi rmation of your registration will be sent to you by either email or fax. The confi rmation will serve as a 
receipt of payment and will include directions and additional conference information.

Special Service Requirements: Requests must be received by Friday, August 19, 2011.

Please indicate any ADA service needs below.

 Attending in a wheelchair or other personal transport device

 Additional ADA service requirement

 Dietary needs

CLE Credit: Approximately 9 hours

The John Marshall Law School will advise the appropriate state bar or agency indicated below of the presentation of this 
conference. The extension of CLE credit is subject to each state’s approval. It is the responsibility of the individual to meet 
the requirements of each jurisdiction. The John Marshall Law School is an approved MCLE provider with the State Bars of 
Illinois, Missouri, and Pennsylvania. The John Marshall Law School will assist with applications to Florida, Georgia, Rhode 
Island, and Texas, but attorneys must apply individually for credit for courses and submit payment directly to these states.

(Complete only if you require CLE credit. List all states where you require credit.)

Bar No.  State  Bar No.  State

Please complete and return this form to:
The John Marshall Law School, Department of Event Management, 315 S. Plymouth Court, Chicago, IL 60604

Fax: 312.427.7128

This program qualifi es 
for approx. 9 CLE 

credit hours. 2
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Registration Form

The Disconnect between Crime and Discrimination in Housing
Friday and Saturday, August 26–27, 2011Crimeand Discrimination

in Housing

The Disconnect
between

Persons convicted of a crime are not a specifi c protected class under the Fair 
Housing Act. Sex-offense registration laws, restrictions imposed by public housing 
agencies and private housing providers, and background checks make it diffi cult 
for many persons convicted of a crime—even in the distant past—to fi nd housing 
where they want to live. Many ex-offenders fall within classes that are otherwise 
protected by the Fair Housing Act. A disproportionate number of ex-offenders are 
African-Americans, and women are increasingly being caught up in the criminal 
justice system. Many offenders have physical or mental limitations that may fall 
within the handicap provisions of the Fair Housing Act. Is the denial of housing 
an intentional act of discrimination or can advocates show that the impact of 
restrictions on ex-offenders limits the ability of protected classes to obtain housing?
These issues will be addressed in the conference.

Professor Janine Geske of the Marquette University Law School has been a pioneer in the 
restorative justice movement and she will discuss the impact of a restorative justice approach 
to crime. Professor George Lipsitz of the University of California Santa Barbara will discuss 
the relationship between race and crime. Experienced litigators and government offi cials will 
discuss the fair housing implications of restrictions on ex-offenders in obtaining housing. A 
separate panel will look at the innovative ways some municipalities are confronting these 
problems. On Saturday, experts will look at two related areas of housing discrimination: the 
problem of domestic abuse and restrictions on illegal aliens.


